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Attorney's Docket No. NLM.P003 Patent 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



re Application of: 

Sandeep Khanna 

Application No. ; 09/8 1 5,778 

Filed: March 24, 2001 

For: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR 

PERFORMING PRIORITY ENCODING 
IN A SEGMENTED CLASSIFICATION 
SYSTEM USING ENABLE SIGNALS 



Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 
Art Unit No. 2661 



F1ECE1 VED 
JUL 0 5 2001 
Technology Center 260G 



Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, DC. 20231 



REQUEST FOR PERMISSION TO AMEND DRAWINGS 



Dear Sir: 



The applicant in the above-referenced application hereby requests permission to 
amend Figures 6, 32, 36, 38, 42-44, and 49-51 in the manner shown in red ink on the 
attached sheets. 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail with sufficient postage 
in an envelope addressed to the Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 2023 1 

on: June 29, 200 

Date of Deposit 

Lawrence M. Cho 



Name of Person Mailing Correspondence 
Signature " Date 
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The amendment includes correcting reference characters, adding reference 
characters, adding connection lines, and deleting text that do not fit in the figures. No 
new matter is introduced. Approval and entry of the amendment is respectfully 
requested. 

No fee is believed to be due in connection with this paper. However, during 
the entire pendency of this application the Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
charge any fee that may become due, and to credit any overpayment, to our Deposit 
Account No. 50-1624. 

Please address any questions or correspondence to the undersigned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dated: 2*? 2001 s^L^-J%.c£~ 

^ Lawrence M. Cho 

Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 39,942 

P.O. Box 2144 
Champaign, IL 61825 
(217)377-2500 



Serial No. 09/815,778 



~2~ 



NLMP003 



V 



z 

H 



i o ♦ 



1 - 

4 



'ft 



o 



V 



3 



V 




J 



l 5k 


* * * 




J* ( X 


r cZ 


f -1 ^ 


* 


i 
V 






lb 










^ i % 















to 

o 



it 




i 



"5 



J) 



s 



V 



3- 



O 



1 - 



"ft * * • 



>\ 



3 <o i 



V 



« * % 




% 

I 
t 




1 

\ 


1 


1 

0 _ 

I 


1 

°r 


1 1 
1 




\ 
1 






V 


1 

I 




I 

1 






v 


1 
1 




I 
1 


-1 


— 1 





o 



<9 



t4 



0 

c 



^0 



W h£ 



4* ia £t 
& W -« 

5 ©■ o 
if* tft t/i 
™ » 

p<v m fti 

-< 

tft v> 



£3 

h.- : * 



fCJ 




LL 



ra 




LL 







. ft 1 




Q) CO 






ffl ! 


LU 








o 
u> 

S2 

ll 



5120 



sbpno 0 - 

SBPN1 0 - 
SBPNN n - 



FIRST-STAGE 
COMPARATOR 

5122 



MSSBPN 0 



COMPARATOR 
5123 



SEGON9-STAGE 
COMPARATOR 

5124 



SECOND STAGE 
COMPARATOR 

5125 



->CNTLA 0 



-►CNTLAt 



"►CNTLA N 



5130 



SBPNO- 
SBPNIr 
SBPNNr 



COMPARE 
ENABtE 
ORetttT 

5131 



RRS^STAGE 
COMPARATOR 

5132 



MSSBPN., 



SECON&-STAGE 
C OMPARATO R 

5133 



SECOND- STAGE 
COMPARATOR 

5134 



SECOND-STAGE 
COMPARATOR 

5135 



> 



CONTROL 

P ROCESSO R 
5136 



CONTROL 
StGNAL 
PROCESSOR 
5137 



CONTROL 
SIGNAL 
PROCESSOR 
5138 



-^>CNTLB 0 ' 



-► CNTLB/ 



CNTLB N ; 



5140 



SBPN0 x 
SBPMj 
SBPNN V 



5110- 



COMPARE 
ENABtE 
OtFtCUIT 

5141 



FIRST-STAGE 
COMPARATOR 

5142 



MSSBPNv 



SECOND-STAGE 
COMPARATOR 

5143 



SECONDSTAGE 
COMPARATOR 

5144 



COMPARATOR 
5145 



CONTROL 

PROCESSOR 
5146 



CONTROL 
SIGNAL 
PROCESSOR 
5147 



CONTROL 
StGNAL 
PROCESSOR 
5148 



->> CNTLX 0 



CNTLX 1 ] 



"> CNTLX Kl 



FIG. 51 



